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Subject: COVID-19 – UPDATE 
 

Date: 4 March 2020 
 

 
 
Earlier today, Wayne Bull hosted the second COVID-19 Teams briefing for Principals.   
These online briefings are not only proving to be an effective tool for important updates and 
information sharing, but also provide reassurance that our technology will serve us well in the 
coming months as we focus on our system’s preparedness strategies to support the  
COVID-19 response. 
 
International Travel Restrictions 
 
The announcement yesterday that the Department of Education has placed all school-related 
international travel (with the exception of travel to the USA, Canada and New Zealand) on 
hold has understandably raised some concerns amongst our school communities.  I thank 
Principals of those schools who have been affected for your prompt response to this, and for 
your conversations with parents, staff and students that have reaffirmed that this decision has 
been made in the best interests of the health and wellbeing of students, staff and school 
communities.  We are aware of the complexities of cancelling and delaying excursions that 
have been planned and paid for well in advance.  We are working with Catholic Church 
Insurance (CCI) in relation to travel insurance arrangements in place for 11 CEWA schools 
and will continue to provide advice and support where possible to other affected schools on a 
case-by-case basis. 
 
Updated Advice for Parents and Staff  
 
Effective 1 March 2020, the WA Department of Health has issued updated advice in relation 
to students or staff coming to Australia from Iran.   Only Australian citizens and permanent 
residents coming from Iran will be allowed entry to Australia and from 1 March they are 
required to self-isolate for a period of 14 days after departing Iran - consistent with the 
restrictions for those entering from China.  Additionally, Australians have been advised NOT 
to travel to Iran. 
 
The updated advice from the Department of Education for parents and affected staff is: 

• Any student or staff member who has been in, or transited through, mainland China 
(not just Hubei province) or has been in Iran is excluded from work, school or child 
care services for 14 days from the date they left mainland China or Iran. 

• Any confirmed case of COVID-19 will be excluded until they are medically cleared to 
return. 



 

 

• Close contacts of a confirmed case of COVID-19 will be excluded for 14 days since 
last contact with the confirmed case. 

• Students and staff who have returned to Australia from mainland China or Iran more 
than 14 days ago and have shown no symptoms are able to return to school. 

 
The above also applies to all parents/carers, contractors, visitors and volunteers on school 
sites. 
 
Parents/carers and staff should notify their school if the student or staff member will be away 
for the isolation period and confirm the last date they were in mainland China or Iran.    
 
Children and staff do not require a medical certificate or clearance to return to school but must 
remain at home until 14 days after leaving mainland China or Iran. 
 
The WA Department of Health has updated information including frequently asked questions 
about the COVID-19. To view this information visit healthywa.wa.gov.au/coronavirus 
 
Pandemic Preparedness Plan  
 
In announcing its decision to upgrade the global risk of the COVID-19 outbreak to “very high”, 
the World Health Organisation (WHO) advised that there is a window of opportunity to contain 
the spread of the virus if countries take robust measures to detect cases early, isolate and 
care for patients and trace contacts.   
 
In response to this, and subsequent advice by the Chief Medical Officer, the Department of 
Education, The Association of Independent Schools of WA and Catholic Education Western 
Australia are working collaboratively to establish a pandemic preparedness plan.   
 
In addition to this, a number of CEWA task groups, including school leaders, are being 
established to undertake scenario planning and develop short, medium and long-term 
responsiveness and education continuity strategies.  
 
 
Community Information 
 
With public and media commentary about COVID-19 continuing to ramp up, it is 
understandable that staff, parents and students may feel stressed and anxious about the 
situation.  The fact is that both the WHO and the Department of Health continue to advise that 
the current risk of transmission in Western Australia remains low.   
 
As misinformation is likely to heighten concerns, we will continue to provide updates from the 
Department of Health on COVID-19 and how this affects our school communities.  Please 
encourage staff, parents and caregivers to visit the WA Department of Health or CEWA 
website as a source of accurate information. 
 
The COVID-19 Principal Information Page will continue to be updated as and when new 
information becomes available and Principals will receive a daily briefing providing information 
of importance.   

https://ww2.health.wa.gov.au/Coronavirus
https://www.healthywa.wa.gov.au/coronavirus

